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except very hot. Their egg-production potential exceeds that of chickens,
but only in southeast Asia are duck eggs a preferred product.

Industrial breeding of meat ducks is confined to developed coun-
tries. Crossbreeds are based on the White Pekin breed. Several major
breeding companies provide most of the commercial ducklings.

Middle-level breeds are found in Western countries, but they are
not important food sources. Khaki Campbells and Indian Runners
are noted for high levels of egg production.

Indigenous stocks in southeast Asia are kept mainly for egg pro-
duction under herding management. A few stocks of industrial ori-
gin are confined to meat production. These are the best-described
indigenous stocks of any poultry species (Farrell and Stapleton, 1986;
Society for the Advancement of Breeding Researches in Asia and Oceania,
1980). Particularly notable are the Alabio of South Kalimantan, Tegal
of Java, Tsaiya of Taiwan, and Indian Runner of Indonesia and Ma-
laysia.

Muscovy Ducks

This species is tropical and does not tolerate cold temperatures.
It remains similar to the wild species, with only a few color variants
and variations in body size. Muscovy ducks can be hybridized with
domestic ducks (usually muscovy male x domestic female) to pro-
duce the sterile mulard, which is in demand as a meat product, espe-
cially in Taiwan.

Despite their high yield of low-fat meat, muscovy ducks have not
received much attention. They are just now becoming the focus of
industrial breeding in France. Most stocks in developed countries
and centrally planned economies can be classed as middle level, but
separate breeds and strains are not recognized. The stocks in devel-
oping countries can be regarded as indigenous. Their greatest value
is in their brooding behavior and mothering ability, both toward their
own progeny and those of other species.

Domestic Geese

Domestic geese are descended from two wild species. Eastern
stocks are Anser cygnoides, and the western ones are Anser anser. The
two types can interbreed freely. Both are temperate northern species
adaptable to all but the warmest environments. Because of their
poor tolerance of high temperatures, few geese are raised in tropical
developing countries. They have only minor importance as a meat